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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the applicant's amendment filed on 8/5/2004. 

2. Claims 8-1 1, 13, 25-29, 31-33 and 39-42 have been canceled. 

3. Claims 1-7, 12, 14-24, 30, 34-38, 43 and 44 are pending and are presented for 
examination. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings filed on 8/29/2001 and 12/3/2001 are approved. They have been placed in 
the application file and the drawings referred to therein have been approved as to the merits. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-7, 12, 14-24, 30, 34-38, 43 and 44 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Applicant particularly 
discloses a system and method embodied in a computer program product for managing persistent 
objects correlating to an application. The step of caching the persistent object within a cache 
managed by the persistent object framework, creating a new persistent object according to a data 
model stored by the persistent object framework, the creating comprising caching the new 
persistent object in the persistent object cache and inserting the new persistent object in the data 
source after a save transaction has been committed or a flush method has been invoked as 
embodied in the independent claims 1, 12, 35 and 36, in context with the other limitations of the 
claims was not described by, would not have obvious over, nor would have been fairly suggested 
by the prior art of record. 
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The dependent claims, being further limiting to the independent claims definite and 
enabled by the specification are also allowed. 

Regarding the independent claims 22, 37, and 38, Applicant particularly discloses a 
method and system embodied in a computer program product for searching persistent objects 
stored at least one data source, wherein an application accesses the persistent objects for data 
comprising: determining a query type for the search query, wherein the query type is selected 
from the group of query types consisting of a primary key, a handle, a unique key, a query filter, 
and a relationship between persistent objects, in context with the other limitations of the claims 
was not described by, would not have obvious over, nor would have been fairly suggested by the 
prior art of record. 

The dependent claims, being further limiting to the independent claims definite and 
enabled by the specification are also allowed. 

Regarding the independent claims 34, 43, and 44, Applicant particularly discloses a 
system and method embodied in a computer program product for managing persistent objects, 
wherein the persistent objects are stored within a first data source and a second data source and 
the persistent objects provide data to an application comprising: implementing a persistent object 
framework that caches the persistent objects correlating to the application by . deferring writes 
to the first and second data sources; and controlling persistent storage of the persistent objects; 
and retrieving the data from the first and second data sources when requested by the persistent 
object framework, in context with the other limitations of the claims was not described by, would 
not have obvious over, nor would have been fairly suggested by the prior art of record. 
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The closest prior art Baer et al. (U. S. Pat. No. 6,035,303) and Hill et al. (U. S. Pat. No. 
6,453,321) both disclose a system and method for storing persistent objects in a data structure 
type environment. However, both taken singularly or in combination did not implicitly disclose 
or suggest the applicant's limitations as recited in the independent claims 1,12, 22, 34-38, 43 
and 44 above. The closest prior art fail to anticipate or render the limitations of claims 1,12, 22, 
34-38, 43 and 44 above obvious. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacques Veillard whose telephone number is (571) 272-4086. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Fri. from 9 Am to 4:30 PM, alt. Fri. off.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dov Popovici can be reached on (571) 272- 4083. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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